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"The Star-Spangled Banner," I told him; and
added that I should be happy to send him a copy.
I despatched one the same night, and it was played
by the Deutschland's band at colors the very next
morning.

It was my good fortune some years later to be
instrumental in permanently eliminating all confu-
sion to officers on this subject. Through a personal
appeal to President Roosevelt I had an order, dated
April 22, 1904, issued by the then acting secretary
of the navy, Charles H. Darling, directing that
thereafter "The Star-Spangled Banner" should be
played at both morning and evening colors, and
should be regarded, for the purposes of the navy, as
the national air. Subsequently it was adopted both
in the army and the navy regulations.

The relegation of the President by Prince Henry
to the last toast was not a thing to be considered as
a personal matter, but as one affecting the nation
and its head, whom I represented, and also as ex-
pressive of an attitude not altogether uncommon at
that time with some European powers. This atti-
tude I felt I could not overlook. Therefore the
American officers were conspicuous by their absence
thereafter at entertainments given at Hong Kong in
Prince Henry's honor, until at one of them the prince
remarked that no Americans were present, and asked
his hostess the cause.

"It is one that your Royal Highness should be.
